
Hot book premieres, meetings with outstanding authors, and serious discussions 

about history and how it impacts our world. 

Every year, the Singer&#39;s Warsaw Festival offers an extensive literary program, 

drawing on the legacy of Nobel Prize winner Isaac Bashevis Singer and at the same 

time following current events. Every year, the Festival is attended by Singer&#39;s 

granddaughter, Meirav Hen and her family, a steadfast ambassador of her 

grandfather&#39;s work, one of Warsaw&#39;s most important writers. 

The Festival has been visited several times by the outstanding reporter Hanna Krall, 

author of, among others, one of the most important Polish books of the 20th century, 

“To Outwit God,” Marek Edelman&#39;s story about Jewish resistance, “The Subtenant,” 

and the monumental collection of reportages “The Phantom of Pain.” This year, she 

is celebrating her 90th birthday. Her latest book, Eleven, provides the starting point 

for the birthday conversation. It comprises micro‑stories about a world that has 

passed and considers the present moment too, touching on the war in Ukraine and 

the crisis along the Polish‑Belarusian border. Hanna Krall&#39;s book has been 

nominated for the Nike Literary Award. 

“Resisting the tide” is the title of a joint meeting between Anda Rottenberg and 

Maria Poprzęcka. Two outstanding critics, two important figures in 20th-century 

Polish culture, take on the subject of passing away and old age, each in their own 

way. Rottenberg with her personal diary “Schyłek (The Decline)” and a collection of 

essays “Trudny wiek (A Difficult Age)” about Andrzej Wajda, Andrzej Wróblewski, and 

Alina Szapocznikow, Poprzęcka with a collection of essays on art and literature 

“Śmierć przed obrazem (Death Before the Painting)”. Maria Poprzędzka&#39;s book has 

been nominated for the Nike Literary Award. 

Marta Grzywacz will present her new book “Radość soboty (The Joy of Saturday)”. 

“Archiwum życia i śmierci (An Archive of Life and Death)” about the work of Emanuel 

Ringelblum and the secret organization Oneg Shabbat, which collected evidence of 

the existence of the Jewish world in the Warsaw ghetto: accounts, diaries, private 



correspondence, literary texts, photographs, drawings, press, documents, theater 

programs, food ration cards... When it becomes clear that the end of the ghetto is 

near, a group of insiders hides the collected archive underground. 

New books will be presented by Piotr Paziński (“Obstalunki”) and Justyna 

Majewska (“Mury i szczeliny. Przestrzenie getta warszawskiego (Walls and Cracks: 

Spaces of the Warsaw Ghetto)”), Kristof Zorde (“Fenicjanie (The Phoenicians)”), 

Andrzej Krakowski (“Dalsze przygody perypatetyka (Other Adventures of a 

Peripatetic)”), Remigiusz Grzela (“Poszukiwany Franz Kafka (Wanted: Franz 

Kafka)”), as well as Benny Mer, author of the recently published Polish translation of 

“Smocza. Biografia żydowskiej ulicy w Warszawie (Smocza. Biography of a Jewish 

Street in Warsaw)” which has just been published in Poland. The book “Mam dla Was 

historię (I Have a Story for You)” by the outstanding translator of Yiddish literature 

Bella Szwarcman-Czarnota will also be premiered. The title is a paraphrase of a 

 

phrase from Peretz&#39;s story, in which a girl waits for stories told to her by a man she 

meets by chance. Intriguing - that’s the promise held by the meetings “How to Kill a 

Werewolf?” based on “Hasidic Tales. An Anthology“ with Anna Kałużny, Wojciech 

Twork, and Marcin Wodziński, as well as a discussion about the recently published 

book ”Mark Rothko. Od środka (Mark Rothko. From the Inside)”, written by the 

painter’s son, Christopher Rothko, with the participation of Jan Mioduszewski and 

Stach Szabłowski. 

Joanna Szczęsna, an outstanding reporter and biographer who has been 

researching the topic of Jewish resistance for many years, particularly the biography 

of Marek Edelman, will talk to Joanna Podolska about her book “Edelman. Żydzi i 

gojka (Edelman. Jews and the Gentile Woman)”. Milena Woźniak-Koch, in 

conversation with Andrzej Pałys, will present her book “Kolekcja i tożsamość. 

Kolekcjonerstwo warszawskiej burżuazji i inteligencji pochodzenia żydowskiego jako 

wyraz identyfikacji kulturowo-narodowej (1880-1939) (Collection and Identity. 



Collecting by the Warsaw Bourgeoisie and Intelligentsia of Jewish Origin as an 

Expression of Cultural and National Identity (1880-1939))”. Bożena Lichtman will 

talk about her biography of her husband, composer, vocalist, and percussionist 

Marian Lichtman, entitled “My Troubadour from Kamienna”. The artist will not only 

take part in the meeting, but will also sing. 

The Poetry Stop series will feature poems by Debora Vogel. 

In the series Masters Read, Anna Romantowska will interpret excerpts from Zofia 

Posmysz&#39;s “The Passenger,” and Magdalena Zawadzka will read a lesson from 

Marian Turski&#39;s book “XI Nie bądź obojętny (XI Don&#39;t Be Indifferent)”. 

This year marks the 75th anniversary of the Estera Rachel Kamińska Jewish 

Theater. The Singer&#39;s Warsaw Festival will feature the premiere of Marta Bryś&#39;s 

pioneering book “Teatr Żydowski im. Estery Rachel i Idy Kamińskich w Warszawie 

Opowieść zespołu aktorskiego. Biografia instytucji. (The Estera Rachel and Ida 

Kamińska Jewish Theater in Warsaw. A story told by the acting troupe.A biography of 

the institution)”. Over the past few years, theater scholar Marta Bryś has been talking 

to the actors and actresses of the Jewish Theater in Warsaw, convinced that the 

troupe&#39;s voice, which has been absent until now, can reveal the lesser-known 

directions and dynamics of the institution&#39;s activities after 1968. It has become a 

passionate chorus, recounting the history of the Jewish Theatre while setting it 

against the backdrop of modern Polish history 

The author of the literary program is Remigiusz Grzela. 

 

******** 

 

Festival&#39;s Partners: 

• PZU Foundation 

• Samorząd Województwa Mazowieckiego (local government of mazowieckie 

voivodeship) 



 

• Stowarzyszenie Autorów ZAIKS (Authors’ Association) 

• Ester Rachel and Ida Kamińskie Jewish Theatre - Yiddish Cultural Center 

The Festival was co-financed by: 

• Capital City of Warsaw, 

• The Minister of Culture and National Heritage from the Culture Promotion Fund, a 

state earmarked fund, as part of the “Music” program implemented by the National 

Institute of Music and Dance, 

• Subsidies of the Minister of Interior and Administration, 

• The Foundation for Polish-German Cooperation, 

• The Israeli Embassy in Poland. 

For more information, please visit: www.shalom.org.pl 


